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DACA - DEATH BY A THOUSAND CUTS 

10+ Ways the Trump Administration is Undermining DACA 

 

In July this year, DHS assistant press secretary Tricia McLaughlin said in a statement to NPR; "Illegal 

aliens who claim to be recipients of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) are not 

automatically protected from deportation.” McLaughlin added that any DACA recipient may be subject 

to arrest and deportation for a number of reasons, including if they've committed a crime… then urged 

recipients to self-deport.1 Since then, we’ve seen the Trump Administration take several steps to 

undermine the program. 

 

In September 2025, the Home Is Here Coalition launched the “Stop Abducting Immigrant Youth” tracker2 

which aggregates media published stories of enforcement actions against Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA) recipients and immigrant youth. This is to raise the profile of these stories that need to 

be told as well as evidence of a pattern of disregard for the safety and protection previously afforded to 

these populations. 

 

In late February, 2026, DHS responded to inquiries from Congress regarding the detention and 

deportation of DACA recipients with incongruent numbers. Ultimately, DHS revealed they have deported 

at least 86 DACA beneficiaries and detained over 343 of them in 2025, while possibly having deported 

174 DACA applicants.3 Additionally, they reiterated that DACA “is a temporary forbearance from removal 

within the authority of the Secretary of Homeland Security. It comes with no right or entitlement to 

remain in the United States indefinitely,” betraying the promises made to those who have depended on 

the program. 

 

In this memorandum, we will delineate all the ways in which the current Administration is pursuing the 

deportation of all DACA recipients without rescinding the policy wholesale by both detaining and 

deporting recipients and by making their lives so difficult to encourage them to self-deport. This indirect 

approach is due to the fear of the high political costs of a full rescission presented in the first Trump 

Administration, though no less cruel. 

 

CUTS BY THE COURTS 

 

3 Olivares, José. “ICE Deported 174 Daca Recipients through Most of Last Year, Agency Head Says in Letter.” US News. The 
Guardian, April 18, 2026. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/apr/18/ice-deportations-dreamers-daca.  
  

2 “Stop Abducting Immigrant Youth!” (2025) Home is Here. Available at: 
https://homeishere.us/stop-abducting-immigrant-youth/ (Accessed: November 6, 2025).  

1 Bustillo, X. (2025) “DHS is urging DACA recipients to self-deport,” NPR, 29 July. Available at: 
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/29/nx-s1-5482923/dhs-daca-recipients-self-deport (Accessed: November 6, 2025). 
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Rescinding Work Permits in Texas - DACA is still being litigated in the courts. In January 2025, the Fifth 

Circuit of Appeals Court ruled that major parts of DACA were unlawful. However, the court found that 

current DACA recipients should be able to continue renewing DACA and limited the scope of the 

remainder of its decision to Texas. The Fifth Circuit sent the case back to the district court with an 

instruction to sever the forbearance from deportation provision from work authorization in Texas. In 

practical terms, this means that in Texas, DACA recipients would be stripped of their work permits. After 

being remanded to the Texas Federal District Court for implementation, Judge Hanen set a briefing 

period that ends on November 24, 2025, and a hearing or decision to come after. 

 

Possible new “Class of Admission” Coding in Texas - In the first set of briefs filed on September 29, 

2025, the Department of Justice (DOJ) laid out its proposal for implementation4, which included further 

erosion of DACA’s benefits in Texas to include not only the revocation of work permits but to replace the 

lawful presence granted to DACA recipients with new unidentified “class of admission” coding (COA). 

This is, of course, not decided or implemented as we await a final decision by Judge Hanen, but it is 

extremely concerning that the Administration is proposing that DACA recipients would no longer be able 

to claim lawful presence, a benefit that allows them to not accrue time as unlawfully present, and has 

helped many DACA recipients remain eligible for adjustment without this additional barrier. 

 

Constitutional Reliance Interest of DACA eligible youth - The DOJ also asserted that “Aliens have no 

liberty or property interest in an opportunity to apply for DACA-related employment authorization or 

other benefits. Such discretionary benefits do not give rise to a constitutionally protected interest as is 

required to support a due process claim.”5 A concerning claim given the hundreds of thousands of 

DACA-eligible immigrants who have not been able to get DACA due to court stays, but who have come of 

age hoping to one day be able to benefit from the only relief program available to them. 

 

Making it harder to have removal proceedings terminated -  On April 24, the Board of Immigration 

Appeals (BIA) rendered the protections DACA affords people obsolete in immigration courts. In an appeal 

to the termination of removal proceedings of a DACA recipient, the BIA ordered the case remanded back 

to the lower court saying “The Immigration Judge erred in terminating removal proceedings based solely 

on the fact that the respondent has been accorded Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA),” 

leaving DACA recipients with less recourse in courts.6 

 

CUTS BY THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION THROUGH ENFORCEMENT  

 

New Policy on Protections Afforded by DACA - As part of its mass deportation agenda, in step with its 

disregard for due process, and other parts of the law, this Administration has announced7 DACA policy no 

longer protects from detention and has encouraged DACA recipients, who are lawfully present and have 

7Bustillo, X. (2025) “DHS is urging DACA recipients to self-deport,” NPR, 29 July. Available at: 
https://www.npr.org/2025/07/29/nx-s1-5482923/dhs-daca-recipients-self-deport (Accessed: November 6, 2025). 

6“Executive Office for Immigration Review | Volume 29 Interim Decision #4186.” January 31, 2025. 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/volume-29.  

5 Ibid 

4CourtListener. “State of Texas v. United States of America, 1:18-Cv-00068 - CourtListener.Com.” Accessed April 24, 
2026. https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/6382288/state-of-texas-v-united-states-of-america/.  
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deep ties to their communities and the US, to self deport to countries they, in many cases, do not even 

remember. 

 

Enforcement Operations Targeting DACA Recipients - Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) have launched targeted operations to arrest and detain 

DACA recipients whose status’ are valid and in good standing, like the case of Paulo Cesar Gamez Lira 

who was detained in front of his mother’s house as he was dropping his kids off8 and JeanCarlos Alexis 

Fiallos Manzanares who was arrested in front of his house as he left for work.9 While the DOJ has 

recognized in court during Catalina “Xochitl” Santiago’s case that DACA is a deferment and thus a 

deprioritization from enforcement,10 these targeted operations belies this statement and evidences the 

Administration’s posture change when it comes to DACA and its beneficiaries. 

 

Enforcement During Domestic Travel - There are alarming news reports11 of TSA sharing travel 

information directly to enforcement agencies, who are then using the information to target immigrants 

at airports, including immigrant youth while they fly domestically. 

 

Indefinite and Arbitrary Detention of DACA Recipients - The DOJ has taken the position that it can 

reopen previously terminated or closed removal proceedings for DACA recipients and subject them to 

mandatory indefinite detention. The government made this argument, for example, in the case of 

Catalina “Xochitl” Santiago.12 This is another reason the proposed change in class of admission coding for 

DACA recipients from lawful presence is concerning. DACA recipients, by having lawful presence, should 

be free to live their lives without fear of detention without due process. 

 

Halts on Immigration Cases of Recipients from Certain Countries - By indefinitely halting all immigration 

applications filed by people from 39 countries13 in January 2026 , the Trump administration is pausing 

the DACA renewal of over 3,280 recipients, more than 1,500 of them from Venezuela.14 This could mean 

a lapse in status, leaving thousands of DACA recipients vulnerable to deportation. 

 

14 “Immigration and Citizenship Data | USCIS.” October 9, 2025. 
https://www.uscis.gov/tools/reports-and-studies/immigration-and-citizenship-data.  

13 “Understanding the USCIS Pause on Asylum and Certain Immigration Applications.” Accessed January 16, 2026. 
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/news-resources/guides-reports/travel-ban-asylum-immigration-benefits.  

12 García, U.J. (2025) “ICE complies with judge’s order and quickly releases El Paso DACA recipient,” The Texas 
Tribune, 1 October. Available at: 
https://www.texastribune.org/2025/10/01/texas-daca-deportation-el-paso-catalina-xochitl-santiago-court-ruling/ 
(Accessed: November 6, 2025). 

11 Aleaziz, Hamed. “Immigration Agents Are Using Air Passenger Data for Deportation Effort.” New York Times, 
December 12, 2025  

10 Santiago Santiago v. Noem, 3:25-cv-00361, (W.D. Tex.)  

9 Casi 20 beneficiarios de DACA detenidos bajo Administración Trump (2025) La Opinión. Available at: 
https://laopinion.com/2025/09/18/casi-20-beneficiarios-de-daca-detenidos-bajo-administracion-trump/ 
(Accessed: November 6, 2025). 

8 Ramirez, R.M., Cindy (2025) “Horizon City father of 4 released from ICE detention after Trump administration 
backs down,” El Paso Matters, 25 September. Available at: 
https://elpasomatters.org/2025/09/24/paulo-cesar-gamez-lira-xochitl-santiago-daca-ice-detention/ (Accessed: 
November 6, 2025). 
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CUTS BY THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION THROUGH BENEFITS 

 

The Administration is using a whole-of-government approach seeking to weaken or end the benefits 

DACA recipients have been able to win for themselves within different areas of public life like education, 

health care, and their professional lives.   

 

Extreme vetting practices forcing prolonged renewal processing times - The Trump Administration’s 

policy of extreme vetting15 has increased the processing time of DACA renewals by several months. This 

means renewal applications are taking 4-5 months, instead of up to a month average of past years. DACA 

recipients are at risk of lapsing status, losing their employment, and becoming vulnerable to deportation. 

 

Rescission of Access to ACA - The Biden Administration had finally corrected the omission of DACA 

recipients from the Affordable Care Act in 2022. The current Administration has rescinded that new 

regulation, preventing once again DACA recipients from being able to access health insurance through 

the ACA.16 The majority of DACA recipients are employed, and able to access health care through their 

employers. However, there were approximately 11,000 DACA recipients enrolled in the ACA who were 

kicked out.17 Furthermore, having health care tied to employment leaves DACA recipients vulnerable to 

exploitation and to losing coverage altogether should they lose their jobs, putting their health and lives 

at risk. 

 

Challenging and Blocking Access to Higher Education - The DOJ has challenged policies in different 

states that offer financial aid to undocumented students, including DACA recipients, in Kentucky, 

Minnesota, Oklahoma, Illinois and California.18 The Department of Education has opened investigations 

on five Universities (the University of Louisville, the University of Nebraska Omaha, the University of 

Miami, the University of Michigan, and Western Michigan University) for offering scholarships to DACA 

recipients.19 There are over 500,000 undocumented students enrolled in higher education institutions in 

19Patel, Vimal. “Education Department Will Investigate Scholarships for DACA Students.” U.S. The New York Times, 
July 23, 2025. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/23/us/politics/education-department-will-investigate-scholarships-for-daca-st
udents.html.  

18X, Instagram, Email, Facebook, and Bluesky. “In-State College Tuition for California’s Undocumented Students Is 
Illegal, Trump Suit Alleges.” Los Angeles Times, November 21, 2025. 
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2025-11-20/trump-sues-california-over-in-state-tuition-for-undocument
ed-students.  

17 Martínez, Alonso. “DACA Recipients Will Lose Their Health Insurance This Month: What You Need to Know.” EL 
PAÍS English, August 6, 2025. 
https://english.elpais.com/usa/2025-08-07/daca-recipients-will-lose-their-health-insurance-this-month-what-you-n
eed-to-know.html.  

16 Federal Register. “Clarifying Eligibility for a Qualified Health Plan Through an Exchange, Advance Payments of the 
Premium Tax Credit, Cost-Sharing Reductions, a Basic Health Program, and for Some Medicaid and Children’s 
Health Insurance Programs.” April 26, 2023. 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08635/clarifying-eligibility-for-a-qualified-health-pl
an-through-an-exchange-advance-payments-of-the.  

15 “Update on USCIS’ Strengthened Screening and Vetting | USCIS.” March 30, 2026. 
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/update-on-uscis-strengthened-screening-and-vetting.  
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the country,20 many of whom rely on accessibility and affordability measures and policies established in 

their states and universities. Access has already been rescinded in Florida by their state legislature and in 

Texas, via court settlement with the DOJ, after the state legislature failed to pass a bill. By challenging 

these policies, this administration seeks to make undocumented youth’s lives more difficult, and to 

encourage self deportations of immigrant youth, including DACA recipients. 

 

Rescission of Access to Commercial Drivers Licenses - The Department of Transportation has rescinded 

access to commercial drivers’ licenses to certain immigrants, including DACA recipients.21 To hold a class 

B commercial drivers license, an individual has to train for months — five days a week, six hours a day — 

with a certified school-bus company and pass written and behind-the-wheel exams, including a Highway 

Patrol road test. These are truck drivers, bus drivers, including school bus drivers,who carry children and 

special-education students.  This is a considerable investment in their futures, which has now been 

wasted.  

 

Termination of Status for Attempted Purchase of Firearms - USCIS has issued a new memorandum 

allowing the pursuit of termination of DACA based on attempts to purchase a firearm.22 It is unclear the 

impetus for this memo as DACA recipients are already prohibited from owning or possessing firearms 

and they are not the only category of immigrants with this restriction. However, the memorandum cites 

the Executive Order (EO) 14161, Protecting the United States from Foreign Terrorists and Other National 

Security and Public Safety Threats, a sweeping order which has raised concerns of overreach, fear 

mongering and travel bans.23 Furthermore, the memorandum begins with, “U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS) is instructing USCIS officers to initiate certain post-adjudicative actions to 

ensure that DACA is properly terminated when DACA recipients engage in certain unlawful acts” which 

signals that this may be one memorandum in a larger internal, less visible effort to target DACA 

recipients.   

 

New Prohibitive $1,000 Parole Fee - Finally, USCIS has also implemented a new $1,000 fee for those 

entering on parole,24 which includes those entering on Advance Parole (AP), a benefit DACA recipients 

have been able to use as the only way for them to travel internationally. AP already costs a prohibitive 

$630 to apply, and now the extra $1,000 will render this option inaccessible for many. Not only is AP a 

lifeline for those who have professional, educational or familial obligations, it is also one way many DACA 

24 “USCIS Implements New Immigration Parole Fee Required by H.R. 1 | USCIS.” October 15, 2025. 
https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/uscis-implements-new-immigration-parole-fee-required-by-hr-1.  

23 “Understanding Trump’s ‘Terrorism’ Order On Travel and Entry Rights.” Accessed November 8, 2025. 
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/news-resources/guides-reports/understanding-trump-terrorism-order-travel-entr
y-rights.  

22 “USCIS Policy Memo on Terminating DACA for Recipients Who Attempt to Purchase Firearms.” Accessed 
November 8, 2025. 
https://www.aila.org/library/uscis-policy-memo-on-terminating-daca-for-recipients-who-attempt-to-purchase-firea
rms.  

21 Federal Register. “Restoring Integrity to the Issuance of Non-Domiciled Commercial Drivers Licenses (CDL).” 
September 29, 2025. 
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/09/29/2025-18869/restoring-integrity-to-the-issuance-of-non-d
omiciled-commercial-drivers-licenses-cdl.  

20 “How Many Undocumented Students Are Enrolled at US Colleges? | Higher Ed Dive.” Accessed November 8, 
2025. https://www.highereddive.com/news/undocumented-students-us-tuition-policies/759483/.  
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recipients have been able to overcome the bar for adjustment of status that those who entered without 

inspection have, even as they find different paths to adjustment.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Trump Administration has taken unprecedented steps to delegalize, persecute and terrorize 

immigrants. These efforts are not only in the pursuit of deportations, but also to create a sense of fear 

and uncertainty, and to make the lives of immigrants untenable in the United States. DHS, ICE and CBP 

have enlisted all other federal law enforcement agencies, the National Guard, the military and willing 

local law enforcement to assist in these efforts. The White House has also used all of the executive 

departments, like Education, Transportation, Labor, Justice and others to take actions against immigrants 

of all status.  

 

DACA recipients are no different from the rest of the immigrant population in this regard, except that 

they are sympathetic and popular with the American public (85% of Americans support Dreamers’ 

citizenship, including 71% of Republicans25). A fact the first Trump Administration had to face when it 

tried to rescind the policy in 2017.26 

 

In this new Administration, as evidenced in this memo, the White House has tried to chip away at DACA, 

killing it by a thousand cuts to avoid the public backlash. We cannot let this happen. These actions must 

be seen for what they are in their totality and we must fight back. We must fight to keep DACA recipients 

out of detention, reaffirm its lawfulness, and challenge new harmful policies. Members of Congress 

must: 

●​ Use oversight power to uncover any new internal policies and overreach in the Administration 

regarding DACA; 

●​ Use oversight powers to hold those in the Administration infringing onto DACA recipients’ rights 

to account; 

●​ Contact DHS, DOJ and the White House to push back against these and any future harmful 

changes. 

 

Ultimately we call on Congress to protect not only DACA recipients, but all immigrant youth who have 

not been able to take advantage of the policy, either due to court stays or falling short of eligibility, by 

passing the Dream and Promise Act. 

26 Sheth, Sonam. “Trump’s Decision to End DACA Sparks Backlash from Both Sides of the Aisle.” Business Insider. 
Accessed November 8, 2025. https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-daca-reactions-backlash-2017-9.  

25 Inc, Gallup. “Surge in U.S. Concern About Immigration Has Abated.” Gallup.Com, July 11, 2025. 
https://news.gallup.com/poll/692522/surge-concern-immigration-abated.aspx.  

 

https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-daca-reactions-backlash-2017-9
https://news.gallup.com/poll/692522/surge-concern-immigration-abated.aspx

